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Hello to each and every one of the 188 Fly-A-Ways
members! That’s right, membership has hit 188.
We’ve come a very, very long way from September
of 2010 when we finally signed the lease for our
Dersham Road club site and membership was hovering at approximately 45 members. Follow the link
[http://flyaways.org/documents/AMA%20District%
20News_Fly-A-Ways.pdf ] to check out the club history
from the “dark days” of 2009 and 2010 after we lost
our flying site on Scholls Ferry Rd and didn’t know
if the club would survive. And look at our site today! What’s that line from “Field of
Dreams”….”build it and they will come”! Must be
true! The club intends to keep developing and improving the site each year……that is….develop and
improve within the restrictions we have…..read on!

Treasurer

Dennis Laughlin

Safety Officer
Richard Styffe

Board Members
Dave Hicks
Jim McCord
Bart Pond

Web Master
Mike Carty

(Continued on page 2)

Check It Out!

Club member Scott Pelot produces music video of Fly-A-Ways!
https://vimeo.com/143076416

** No Meeting In December **
Next meeting January 19th, 2016 at North Plains Fire Station
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(Continued from page 1)

With so many new members I think it’s important to keep our history in the forefront, so all will understand
why this site is so precious and why, at times, the club officers might come down a bit on the “hard side” to
make sure we don’t do things that jeopardize our future at this site. With that said, here are the major elements that govern what the club can and can’t do:
1. We lease our site from R&R Coussens, Inc. The lease identifies the area the club occupies, how much
we pay, and restrictions the Coussens put on the use of their land. For instance, the lease includes
the restricted flying hours we adhere to during duck season since the waterfowl area is the “private
reserve” for Coussens family members and their guests, and the requirement for a locked gate. We
currently have a 5 year lease that was renewed in September, 2014…so we’re good for another 4
years.
2. We fly on Oregon farmland, so we had to get an Oregon Land Use Permit through Washington
County. Actually, the club paid for and did all the work for the permit, but the permit is in the name
of R&R Coussens, Inc since they are the landowner. That means if we ever have to leave this site we
will have to get a new permit (if we could find another site)….so we are going to make sure we don’t
have to leave this site for many years to come!!!!! Washington County required us to hire a civil engineering firm to perform a traffic study on Dersham Rd so we could get an Access Permit, also in the
name of the landowner. The Oregon land use statutes are the source of the major restrictions we
have to live with. The statutes require everything to be temporary so the land can easily be returned
to farm use at any time. So, NO paved runway, NO foundations for structures, NO gravel brought into
the infield area for parking, etc, etc… Also, having this permit was a pre-requisite of the Coussens for
our lease.
3. And finally, our site is on a 100 year flood plain. What that means is that even though the Oregon
land use statutes would allow us to have a small storage shed or other structure, Washington County
would require us to have a civil engineering report on the impact of the structure on the flood plain
before we could put one up…..and then it would probably have to be built on stilts (no kidding) to
raise it above the maximum predicted flood water level! Our solution…..we have a cargo trailer
which is not a “structure”, temporary, and is on wheels so it could be relocated with minimum effort.
I hope this helps everyone understand the essentials of what the club has to live with and the restrictions we
face for field improvements and future development.
On a final note, I know we have been lax over the past year in publishing newsletters. We will make a best
effort to return not to a monthly, but hopefully a quarterly schedule. To that end, please send articles and pictures with pertinent info to Wil Cziep, our club Secretary & Newsletter Editor, at sectetary@flyaways.org or
willys_jeep@frontier.com . He can’t do it without you.
Enjoy the field!
Scott E
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Membership Renewal - $70
New members - $90
Renewing members, after March 31st - $90
Current AMA membership for 2016 is required. Please renew or have current
AMA membership before applying for club membership.
The club membership application form can be found on the club web site at:
https://www.flyaways.org/documents/Fillable_Member_Application.pdf
Send completed application form and payment to:

Fly-A-Ways R/C Club
c/o Dennis Laughlin
14647 SW Pinot Ct.
Tigard, OR 97224
Other payment options:
On-line at the club website:
https://www.flyaways.org/shop/index.php?rt=product/category&path=65
And at the monthly club meetings.

Regional Events
Dec.

No Club Meeting

Dec. 5

EAA Breakfast - Twin Oaks Airpark, 8am-11am

Jan. 2

EAA Breakfast - Twin Oaks Airpark, 8am-11am

Jan. 8-10

AMA Expo in Ontario, CA

Jan. 19

Club Meeting
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NOTICE
FLY-A-WAYS RESTRICTED FLYING
HOURS FOR

NO FLYING BEFORE NOON
**Applies To Every Day Of The Week**

October, 2015
TO

January 31, 2016
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Community Service
From time to time the club receives requests from various schools and organizations to come and do demos of
R/C aircraft. For 2015, one such request was from Life Christian School. One of our long time members,
Lance Nordby volunteered to organize a group of Fly-A-Ways members to go and do a flight demo at the
school. What follows is Lance’s report on how things went…
It was a perfect day for the event. We were scheduled to
do three demonstrations in the morning. The track made
a perfect runway. It was even better than geotex.
Peter and I were there for the first group. Ivan and Frank
came in time for the second and third groups. The groups
were comprised of different classes from kindergarten to
3rd or 4th grade. We started each group with introductions (including Denzel and Jack) and a short explanation
of how we control and fly our aircraft.
I flew the Peacemaker first to the excited cheers of the
audience. I followed this up with a flight with the Meteor. The audience screamed even more for this. They
really loved it when the jet pulled up at field center and
went vertical while rolling until it was at 400 ft. On the
second and third group Ivan joined me and we performed
the WindBreaker routine. It was a real crowd pleaser.
Peter flew his heli and really wowed the crowd. This was
hardly a surprise. During the first demo Peter stripped the
main gear doing tick-tocks but managed to finish the
flight. I had no idea there was a problem. Luckily he had
a back-up heli for the other groups.
Frank warmed up his big aerobatic birds and showed the crowd his smoke. Peter and Ivan stood in
front of the stab for him and left the field with stinky feet (or stinkier feet). Frank taxied his plane
around on the field and I thought maybe he would pull a Howard Hughes and fly but all the trees surrounding the field had him spooked so he kept it on terra firma. The audience loved it anyway.
(Continued on 5
page 6)

(Continued from page 5)

We fielded questions from the audience after each flight demo. Just about everyone had questions
and unfortunately there wasn't time to answer all of them. There were some good questions but of
course the most popular one was, "Can I fly it?".
On Peter's last flight something little went wrong and the heli went in. This elicited a big OOOOHHH!
from the audience. During the question and answer segment one little girl was quite concerned
about the crash and asked me "Did the pilot get killed in the crash?" She was very relieved when I
told her that there wasn't a pilot in the helicopter.
We had a great time doing this. It was so much fun and I can't wait to do it again. The only bummer
was seeing a little guy with tall red socks who didn't want to leave and go back to class. I have an image burned in my mind of him crying and slowly walking away. That's a future club member there.
Lance

Dawn Patrol
This year Fly-A-Ways had its first ever "Dawn Patrol". It
was a half day event from 7am - noon. Members brought
out their WWI and vintage aircraft for a fun morning.

Droneapalooza
Fly-A-Ways in partnership with The Roswell Flight Test Crew hosted the
2015 Dronea palooza. Ken Gullberg did a great job in organizing and putting the event together from the Fly-A-Ways end.

(Continued on 6page 7)

Scale Competition
For the third year in a row Fly-A-Ways hosted a USSMA qualifier. There was a good turnout for the event and many curious
spectators from the general public showed up for the event. As a
community service, Fly-A-Ways hosted the CAP cadets who
helped with parking for the event and earned some $$$ for their
efforts from the parking fee proceeds.

Jet Rally
This year marked the third year of the Fly-A-Ways jet rally. As usual, Ivan
Costello did an excellent job in organizing the event. Flyers and spectators alike
had a great time.

Fly-A-Ways now has two sources for club merchandise. If you’ve been to any of the recent club
meetings you will have seem some examples of the finished product. Check it out on the
Club Merchandise page on the club web site.
Club

Stuff

http://www.flyaways.org/?q=Club%20Merchandise
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Club Picnic
Many members turned out an had an enjoyable day at this years club picnic.
Many club members brought old eye glasses to the picnic. Jackie Christian had requested them for donation
to those in need. Here's Jackie's thank you to the club.......
Thank you so much for all of the eye glasses you donated. There were 33 pairs. They will be sent to
Lifeline Christian Mission to distribute to needy people in Haiti, Honduras, Cuba, Guatemala, and the
U.S.A. I'm sure the people who need them and don't have the money to buy them will appreciate
your generosity so much.
I will be sending eye glasses throughout the year, so if anyone else wants to donate women's, men's,
or children's reading or prescription glasses, please give them to Hugh Christian and he will give them
to me.
The fun fly on Saturday was great! Lots of food, wonderful people, and great flying!
Thank you,
Jackie Christian

Field Improvements
Every year the club has made continuous improvements to the field. This year was no exception. The addition
of two metal shade shelters and a new kiosk to host the pin board, announcements and first aid station were
the major improvements for 2015. Ongoing efforts to improve the grass runway and the overall condition of
the field has been paying off nicely. Many thanks to those who turned out for the 2015 work parties and to
those who maintain the field on a regular basis!
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Meeting Minutes: Tues 11/17/2015
Call to order at 7:00pm.
Welcome new members & visitors: 18 members present, 1visitor (signed up at the meeting).
Officers Report:
President - Looking forward to 2016, let’s think about ways to give back to the
community. Suggest donating profits from club events to charity such as
Wounded Warrior Project, etc.
Need to update the AMA club roster, club secretary to update this week.
Vice President - Nothing to report.
Treasurer - We have $3,689 in the bank. $49 committed spending and $2000 held in
reserve, leaving a balance of $1640. We now stand at 190 members.
Secretary - Nothing to report.
Safety Officer - Richard Styffe has volunteered to be the new Safety Officer! He will be
posting his phone number at the field and is willing to come to the field with a
boat to help in the event a water recovery is necessary.
Announcements:
a) Wet Weather Parking - Wet weather parking is now in effect. Please help keep the
field in good shape by observing the parking restrictions.
b) FAW Web Site - The club web site has been revamped. Check out links to on-line
dues renewal and club merchandise.
Old Business:
a) Picnic committee for 2016 club picnic. Find ways to get the kids involved.
b) Board to review field improvement topic for 2016.
Raffle: With nine $50 gift cards and 19 attendees, the odds of winning were really great! Nine
lucky members went home with a the little extra to keep those aircraft flying at Fly-A-Ways!
Show and Tell: Two members brought a couple of really nice projects that they have in the
works.
Meeting adjourned at 7:35
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
———- PLACE YOUR AD HERE ———(REASONABLE RATES)

TAMMIE'S HOBBIES
10am to 8pm on Weekdays.
10am to 5pm on Saturday.
12pm to 5pm on Sunday.
Our Address is:
Tammie’s Hobbies
12024 SW Canyon Rd
Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Phone # (503)644-4535

Also check out our ebay store

Hobby Town USA
25699 SW Argyle Ave
Wilsonville, Oregon
503-685-7333

Hillsboro Hobby Shop
345 East Main
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123

View Map
Store Hours:
Mon - Fri |10am - 6pm
Sat |10am - 5pm
Sun |10am - 3pm

Telephone:
503-648-3788

Web Site:
www.HillsboroHobbyShop.com

Coyote Hobby
Coyote Hobby is located at:
1128 Main St.
Oregon City, Oregon.
Please stop by and browse around.
Our hours are:
Monday- Friday 10:00AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 10:00AM to 5:00 PM
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM
Visit our web site:
www://coyotehobby.com
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