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The club has seen great success over the last two
years. A lot of the current members are new to Fly-A
-Ways and are not really privy to the events that
brought us to our current home. Some members may
think the rules too harsh. Some may think what's the
big deal if non-members show blatant disregard to
the the club rules? Some ask why can't I fly here or
over there or at this time or that time or what's up
with the 400 foot flight ceiling? Yet others ask
what's the deal with duck season restrictions? I think
that if every member of the club understood a bit of
history of the club and how we got to where we are
today, most everyone would understand. So, herein
follows a history lesson...
Unfortunately for most R/C clubs, we are guests using someone else’s property. The relationship between the club and the landowner is complex and
can change at a moments notice. It is therefore critical that we be the perfect guest at all times. Fly-AWays' previous home was on a farm located on
Scholls Ferry Road. Excerpts from old meeting minutes indicate that one month the club was in good
standing while the very next month the club was in
the planning stages of how to vacate the property
because we were no longer welcome there. While
some club rules may seem nit picky or petty, they are
there because our hosts or even their neighbors expect us, their guests, to honor their wishes, no matter
how insensible they may seem to us. An excerpt
from the club meeting minutes of March 2009
(Continued on page 2)
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indicates that the club is in good standing with the land owner:
“Input from Harlan Flint: Mr. Flint in conversation with President Enochs indicated the Club
Lease is in good standing. The only concerns are speed in excess of the posted speed especially
by the house.”
While just one month later in April of 2009 the meeting minutes indicate that the club is to vacate the property:
Board Meeting
Call To Order: 6:00 PM by President Enochs
Statement of Purpose: The field is closing June 30, 2009. The Board will develop a plan for an
orderly vacation of the leased property on the Flint Farm. The Board will present the plan to the
general membership at the May 18th meeting. Fly-A-Ways RC Club in this document is refer
enced as “the club”.
Problems with repeat offences of non-members using the property, club members not honoring the speed restriction or entering the property before the designated time, flying over the neighbors property, all lead up to
the land owner deciding that some other use of his land would be more beneficial to him than hosting an R/C
club. The club was not blind to the sometimes rocky relationship with the land owner and had been searching
for the previous 2 years for a new home, but was not met by any success.
Over the following months, club membership dropped off to the point where there were 45 members when the
last vehicle rolled off of the Scholls Ferry site. Club morale was at an all time low. The June 2009 minutes
were short and to the point...
Old Business: None
New Business: The Mat will be marked for cutting June 25 after 10:30. The Drop Box, 40 Yard
will be delivered June 25. Curt Boardman will have the Bob Cat available June 26. The Mat will
be cut June 26. As much as possible will be loaded in the drop box June 26. The drop box will be
removed June 29.
Business Adjournment: 8:00 PM
Over the course of the next year many potential sites were identified through the hard work of our current
president, vice president and various club members. By unanimous vote of the remaining members, the club
decided that it would follow all State and County regulations so as to not jeopardize the clubs right to operate
in the State. Many landowners, however amicable to hosting a flying site, turned us down when the subject of
Washington County permits were mentioned. Eventually the site on the Coussens’ property was identified. In
the September 2009 newsletter:
“First up is we may have found a new home for Fly-A-Ways! This site is a keeper! By a 5:1
majority vote on 8/26/09, the board has approved moving forward to secure this site as our next
home. The next step is to come to final agreement with the landowner on defining the physical
area of the club site, and working out terms and conditions for a lease. We already know that
one of those terms will be that the club comply with all Federal, State, and local laws…that
means we are required to apply for a Washington County land use permit.”
(Continued on 2
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“What’s next? The general membership has already responded with a vote of confidence. 49 of you
have responded to the club wide survey regarding possible site locations in the North Plains and
Cornelius areas. 40 of you (82%) have said you’ll remain a member of FAW with a site in these
areas. So, next is to work out full details with the landowner, then submit an application for the re
quired Washington County permit.”
“When we lost the field at Harlan’s, club operations went on hold…..business planning, dues,
elections. After all, we didn’t know if we would find a new site or if we would have to dissolve the
club. All the energy we had went into finding a new club site. That prospect is certainly looking
better, but we’re not totally there yet. Once we get a new site under lease (or once a lease is a
certainty) we’ll need to pull the club back together and get on with business.”
Many club members have asked, “what’s the big deal about duck season?” Well... here is the reason your club
leadership is SO sensitive to this situation. The Coussens family initially offered us a site ON THE SAME
PROPERTY just east of our current gate because they were VERY SENSITIVE to our potential impact on the
private FAMILY duck hunting site...that site was the pride of Remi Coussens (family patriarch), now approx
93 years young. The site offered would not support club operations...it was not flat enough, and it would
mean our flight path for models would conflict with the gliders, we would be flying over HWY 26, and flying
over private property to the south....NOT GOOD....we would have declined their offer if we couldn't re-locate
to our current location.....SO....once again we had to be extremely diplomatic and we had to agree to the NO
FLY before noon during duck season or we would have no lease......it doesn't matter that we probably don't
have any impact on the ducks.....that's what the landowner wants and demands......if we don't abide by it we
don't have a lease or a flying site........so if you're wondering why we never gave a second chance to the nonmember who trespassed through a locked gate, ignored the posted field closure signs, flew before noon during
duck season, and was evicted by a North Plains police officer with permission of the club board....now you
know.
From September 2009 till March 2010 the club basically went dark except for the negotiations with the new
landowners and their legal team. The surviving club members, now down to about 30 members and the board
met from time to time in a meeting room at Intel when something of significance needed to be discussed. Beginning in March 2010, regular club meetings were restarted at the North Plains Fire Station.
By March of 2010 the club had a draft of the lease in hand and the permit process with Washington County
was started.

President’s Soapbox
We’re back!
We now have a copy of a draft lease for the Dersham Road site in North Plains. There are a
couple of questions to ask, but for the most part, we’re good to go. “
“We want to tie the commencement date of the lease to the date we get the required land use permit.
Scott Carrigan is pulling the permit application together and we expect a first meeting with the county in
the 1st week of March.”

With the lease almost in hand, the Washington County permit process and fund raising became the next focus
of the club. Even though the chance to get out and fly for 2010 was questionable, the club members voted to
re-instate the club dues to help fill the coffers for the upcoming field development. The club applied for an
AMA development grant and various fund raisers were instituted such as a $50 per ticket life time membership raffle, r/c stuff donated by club members for club raffles, indoor fun fly at PCC rock creek, 2.4GHz radio
(Continued on 3
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raffle, etc. Club membership at this time had dipped to a low of 26 members.
Hopes that the permit process would move forward in a timely manner were quickly dashed by delays. The
initial application wasn't filed until May 2010 and then was beleaguered with various county requirements. To
counter the frustrations with the county permit process, one bright spot of hope in June of 2010 was the fact
that the club now had a signed lease with the land owner!

“Chill the Champagne!
It may not be time to drink the champagne, but it’s
certainly time to get it chilled and
ready for the celebration. There are two headline
news items. First, we now have a
signed lease. Second, the applications for the land
use permit and right-of-way are also
signed and have been submitted to the county. Our
lease is effective starting September 1,
2010.
A county engineer has already inspected
the access. We need to have visibility
back to the stop sign on the south side of
the railroad tracks. We can’t see that
stop sign due to some trees and brush,
so will probably have to do some clearing. We also have to have 500ft visibility
to the east. The county engineer reports
that we only have 435 ft. So, we now
have to bring in a licensed and bonded
civil engineering firm to perform a study
and make recommendations. The study
will cost us approximately $1,000.”

With the lease signed, the permit process took center stage in July 2010 when Washington County stated that
it would not issue a permit unless right-of-way issues were resolved. The club at first hired a civil engineering
firm to conduct traffic speed measurements but the county did not recognize them as state certified.
“Since the access to our new field site does not meet the county 550
foot visibility requirement, we were required to hire a civil engineering
firm to make recommendations for a variance to the code. We hired
NW Engineers, and they recommended reduced visibility requirements
based on their assessment of traffic speed on Dersham Road, and a
recommendation to clear brush to improve visibility to the north. The
county rejected that report because NW Engineers is not certified by
the state to make traffic speed measurements. We went back to NW
Engineers, and they subcontracted a state certified engineer to place
traffic speed measurement cables. This work was completed Thursday,
July 25. We are now waiting for their report to be submitted to
the county and the county’s response. The county will not grant
a development permit for the site until the right of way has been
granted, so this is the critical item for us to take care of.”
(Continued on 4
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It was a continual roller coaster ride for the club. On one had we were continually met with road blocks from
the county, on the other we also continued to get good news as well. With a signed lease already in hand the
club received news that it was awarded an AMA development grant!

“AMA Development Grant
Fly-A-Ways has been awarded a grant of
$1,221.90 towards the development of
our new flying site! Only eighteen clubs
across the country were selected for
grants from the AMA, and we are the
only club in District XI to receive a grant!”
By September 2010 work had begun on the new site. The area was staked out, brush along the tree line was
cleared out and rock was brought in to improve the access. The grass runway was prepped and seeded and the
base for the surfaced runway was prepared in anticipation for the Geotex that wouldn't be laid until the county
permit was in hand. Concerns over our neighbor to the northeast prompted the club's president to contact and
meet with the glider club. After some initial concerns were pacified, Fly-A-Ways was met with open arms by
the Willamette Valley Soaring Club and the glider club offered a free glider ride for the Fly-A-Ways fund raising raffle.
By October 2010 the club membership had grown to 45 members. At this point the club had crafted and published new field rules. With the close proximity of the glider club, the 400 ft ceiling and flying with a spotter
rule was instated which is an AMA Safety Code requirement when full scale aircraft are present...that was
dictated due to our close proximity to the glider park. Initially, the glider club was suspect that we would be a
problem with their flightpath(s) and did not want us there. We had to be diplomatic, friendly, and persuasive
that both clubs could co-exist in close proximity without problems.......we are now quite friendly, and have
been invited to the glider club's annual bon-fire in 2 of the last 3 years.
On December 17th Washington County finally approved our permit but with some issues. Our neighbor to the
south submitted a letter in opposition to the club sighting noise, trespassing and wildlife issues. So if anyone
ever wonders why the club is especially sensitive to activities to the south outside of the club boundaries or
activities at the club before 7AM and after 10PM, this is why. We really need to be a good neighbor to the
property owner to the south of us.
“It’s been a long time coming. Our land use permit for the new site at Dersham Road
was approved by the county on Friday, Dec 17. The decision date comes 150 days
after our application was accepted and just 5 days after the start of the review process.
We had to take some quick action, as 2 letters in opposition to our field site had been
submitted and we needed to respond practically overnight. One of the letters in
opposition came from our neighbor to the south, with concerns about noise, club
members trespassing on the property to the south, and the club’s potential impact on
the wildlife in the area.”
“In response to the opposition letters we submitted our field rules as evidence that
the club operates in a responsible and safe manner. Abiding by the field rules that
the club ratified in October is a condition of the permit. There’s one exception. We
had ratified hours of operation as “daylight hours”. Part of the county’s noise
abatement program calls for “quiet hours” from 10pm to 7am. So, we will need to
(Continued on 5
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revise the field rules to comply with those hours. Additionally, we are still not allowed
to place permanent structures at the site without permits and engineering reports
required for alterations to a flood plain. Finally, the conditions include the requirement
to maintain sight distance for the access, which may require periodic brush clearing
along Dersham Rd between the access and the railroad tracks. We’ll work in good
faith with our neighbor to the south to implement additional policies for noise
abatement as needed.”

Even though the county approved our permit in December 2010, there were still some unexpected surprises
sprung by the county. Their “LID Waiver”condition meant that the club had to go back to the landowner and
get them to sign this waiver which meant that the land owners legal team had to review the impact this may
have on the landowner before signing the waiver. This wasn't completed till March 2011.

(Continued on 6
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“President’s Soapbox
There’s plenty of good news this month. Let’s start with the LID waiver required by the
county as a condition of approval for securing our field site. It’s been signed by the Coussens
(by Remi to be exact) and Scott C delivered it to the county for recording. It’s recorded.
We’re finally 100% officially in! The waiver was the last requirement to fulfill. There is no
required inspection by the county since we have no structures. High fives around! Now all we
have to deal with is waiting for the weather to improve so we can get in and lay the Geotex, and
build set-up and start-up benches. We’ll e-mail club wide announcements for work parties to
get it done. We’re looking at dates for our field dedication ceremony. That will most likely be
in late July or August.”
With the club now being 100% official, work really began to ramp up on the various club projects. Fly-AWays board member Jim McCord graciously opened his shop to enable the club members to work on the startup and setup benches.
By April 2011 the field is beginning to dry out and work on the Geotex runway goes full throttle. With the Fly
-A-Ways location being in a federally designated 100 yr. flood plane the club had to have a runway surface
solution that didn't interfere with the natural runoff of the existing area, Hence the use of the Geotex. Permanent structures are also not permitted, hence the club obtained a trailer and not a shed.
As another fund raiser for the club grand opening, club member and a member of the glider club, Bob Duncan
donates a 1hr. Ride in his RV-4 as a raffle prize.
On July 23rd Fly-A-Ways hosted the Grand Opening. The bash was a great success with the property owners
in attendance and lots of curious visitors as well. The raffle winners were announced, great food and entertainment and fun was had by all. If you get a chance go to the club web site and take a look at the August 2011
news letter which covered this event. As a matter of fact, read through all of the past news letters posted on the
web site. They are a great way to get to really know the club and some of its long time members.
So... I hope that this bit of history helps our current membership know a bit of recent Fly-A-Ways history and
understand the roots of the club rules and why they are what they are. A great many thanks are owed to our
current president, Scott Enochs for negotiating with the landowner and vice president Scott Carigan for navigating and penetrating the bureaucracy of the Washington County permit process. With out their hard work we
may not be here today.
You can also read President Enoch's recently published short club history on the club's web site at
http://flyaways.org/documents/MA%20District%20News_Fly-A-Ways.pdf which was also published in a
recent AMA Model Aviation District news.
Wil Cziep

7

The Drones Over Fly-AWays event was a great
success! Lots of spectators and participants from
all over the area. Fun was
had by all and Gordon as
always served up some
tasty food.
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On Monday, June 23rd, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released an Interpretive Rule in
which it presented FAA's interpretation of the "Special Rule for Model Aircraft" established by Congress in the FAA modernization and Reform Act of 2012. The Academy has reviewed the rule and is
extremely disappointed and troubled by the approach the FAA has chosen to take in regards to this
issue
In its Press Release the FAA stated it was, "issuing the notice to provide clear guidance to model operators on the "do's and don'ts" of flying safely in accordance with the Act and to answer many of the
questions it has received regarding the scope and application of the rules." It also stated, "(this)
guidance comes after recent incidents involving the reckless use of unmanned model aircraft near
airports and involving large crowds of people." It's important to note that very few of these cases
have been factually documented and not a single incident was shown to involve a member of the
AMA or to be connected in any way to modeling operations conducted under the auspices of the
special rule.
In AMA's response to the rule it was pointed out that, "The FAA interpretive rule effectively negates
Congress' intentions, and is contrary to the law. Section 336(a) of the Public Law states that, 'the
Federal Aviation Administration may not promulgate any rule or regulation regarding a model aircraft...', this interpretive rule specifically addresses model aircraft, effectively establishes rules that
model aircraft were not previously subject to and is in direct violation of the congressional mandate
in the 2012 FAA reauthorization bill."
AMA has voiced its opposition to FAA's action and will pursue all available recourse to dissuade enactment of this rule. It's important that every AMA member becomes involved in the effort.
The first step is to respond to the public comment period established in the notice. Look for a followup email from AMA with information on how to respond to the FAA notice. This is your opportunity to
express your views and to comment on various aspects of the Interpretive Rule. It's important for the
Administration to know that this rule significantly impacts the entire aeromodeling community and
that this community is resolute and committed to protecting the hobby. In this case silence IS NOT
golden.
Please alert your friends, family members and fellow modelers regarding this issue.
Thank you,

AMA Government Relations
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June Meeting Minutes: Tues 6/17/2014
Call to order at 7:00pm.
Welcome new members & visitors: 29 members present. Visitor - Gerry Boon a reporter, was
at the field prior to the meeting. He will be putting together a story of the club and the scale
event for the Argus and the Leader.
Anyone present who hasn’t yet picked up their patch and name tag, please do so.
Officers Report:
President - The scale event is coming up in the next week and a half. We will be
expecting 6 or more RV’s. This coming Saturday there will be training for the event and
some spruce up of the field - trimming the tree line and the tall grass. The event is not
just the scale competition but also a scale fun fly. Bring anything even close to scale for
the fun fly and have fun! We will be asking for a donation for parking and will split the
proceeds with the CAP cadets.
Vice President - Training season is on.
Treasurer - We have approx $9480 in the bank. We have $5365 committed and we are
holding $1K in reserve. We have a budget position of approximately $3000. In
the next one to two years we will need to put down new Geotex at a cost of
approximately $3500.
Club membership stands at 150 members - 129 regular and 21 youth.
Secretary - Always looking for news letter material. Updated the club email to match the
latest club roster. Will update the AMA club roster.
Safety Officer Announcements:
a) Upcoming Events - Lots of events are on the calendar for the club and in general for
the local area and Pacific Northwest. Check out the event listing on the website
and as distributed in e-mails.
b) FAW Annual Club Picnic & Family Day- Saturday July 13 – all day! Family and
friends welcome! Club provides burgers, dogs, chicken patties, and fixings
prepared to perfection on the club grill. Members bring side dishes if they wish.
Old Business:
a) Drones over Fly-A-Ways - The event was a big success! Over 100 spectators were in
10 11)
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attendance. Flyers came from all over the area from Tillamook to Corvallis. Look
for videos of the event on YouTube.
b) Grass Runway - The grass runway is shaping up quite nicely.
c) PayPal - Need to get the PayPal interface on the club web site working.
New Business:
a) Some non-renewed members are continuing to use the field. Discussed various ways
to police this situation. Posting AMA card on the pin board, sending letters to the
offenders and posting a list of non-renewed members by the pin board were some
of the ideas on the table.
b) Discussed ideas on how can we get paid members, who signed the membership
application indicating that they read, understood and agreed to abide by the club
rules, to be good humans and follow the club rules. Club rules like no dogs, no
smoking in the pit area, anything you bring in you take out (including cigarette
butts). Decided that we needed to post new signs as reminders.
c) Current club officers have been serving for a number of years and its time for a
change. Will need club members to step up for the replacement of club leadership
in October 2014 so think about what you can do for the club.
Meeting adjourned at 8:10

Regional Events
June 28-29

Oregon Scale Fly-in & USSMA Challenge Fly-A-Ways North Plains

July 5

EAA Breakfast - Twin Oaks Airpark, 8am-11am

July 12

Fly-A-Ways Club Day picnic

July 12-13

Molalla Pattern Challenge - Molalla R/C
Association

July 15

Monthly Club Meeting - Fly-A-Ways
field

July 25-27

IMAC and Freestyle - Molalla R/C Association

Aug. 9

Fly-A-Ways Jet Rally

Sept. 6-7

Cub Nuts.- Molalla R/C Association
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
———- PLACE YOUR AD HERE ———(REASONABLE RATES)

TAMMIE'S HOBBIES
10am to 8pm on Weekdays.
10am to 5pm on Saturday.
12pm to 5pm on Sunday.
Our Address is:
Tammie’s Hobbies
12024 SW Canyon Rd
Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Phone # (503)644-4535

Also check out our ebay store

Hobby Town USA
25699 SW Argyle Ave
Wilsonville, Oregon
503-685-7333

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Service
Clifford G. Nicholson
Owner Operator
(503) 524-5330

The Right Choice
Since 1977

Hillsboro Hobby Shop
345 East Main
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123

View Map
Store Hours:
Mon - Fri |10am - 6pm
Sat |10am - 5pm
Sun |10am - 3pm

Telephone:
503-648-3788

Web Site:
www.HillsboroHobbyShop.com

Coyote Hobby
Coyote Hobby is located at:
1128 Main St.
Oregon City, Oregon.
Please stop by and browse around.
Our hours are:
Monday- Friday 10:00AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 10:00AM to 5:00 PM
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM
Visit our web site:
www://coyotehobby.com
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