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President’s Soapbox

Club Contacts

We’re back for 2013! You might have noticed that there
wasn’t a newsletter in either January or February….so
that’s where we start. Wil, our club Secretary and Newsletter Editor, has been hammered at work, spending many
days on the road, and has little time left to publish a
monthly newsletter. He could use some relief, as he has
been publishing the newsletter since mid-2010. This is your
chance! If you are creative and want to help everyone know
what’s happening at Fly-A-Ways the position of Newsletter
Editor (club Secretary position is optional J) is yours!
Please contact Scott E.

President

OK, next….it’s going to be a busy year for club fun and
community involvement (which, by the way, also classifies
as fun). We have 3 club events that are now on the books.
The now annual Fly-A-Ways Club Day and Family Picnic
is firm for Saturday July 13. The maybe to become annual
Oregon Scale Fly-In & USSMA Challenge is firm for Saturday Sept 14 & Sunday Sept 15. This will be the first ever
2-day event for FAW with open flying for scale models and
a Scalemasters regional qualifier with AMA sanction. We
are planning to involve the Shriner’s Children’s Hospital
and the CAP Cadets. At the February meeting the club
voted in favor of holding a 1-day Jet Rally. Date for the
Jets TBD. Last year we hosted the CAP Cadets twice, and
will likely do the same again this year. Scott C will be coordinating. The most likely scenario is we will schedule the
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Cadets for a Monday evening. The club was recently contacted by the Regional Director of Big
Brothers Big Sisters with a request to demo our hobby to up to 30 of their group. Scott C volunteered to coordinate. Details TBD.
There’s always work to be done. The grass runway is still on the docket for smoothing. We
probably need to add some fill around the perimeter of the geotex runway. Weeds need to be
sprayed out. The triangle has 4 piles of debris for removal/re-distribution by various means.
The gate is still in need of straightening, along with repair to the FAW sign that was backed
into. We have learned plenty so far about wet weather parking at the field. Before next fall we
plan to level a strip along the south side of the road inside the gate and rock it to allow for nose
in parking as much as possible. We’ll then add some form of dry (aka “not mud”) walkway
from the graveled road to the pits. Notices will be sent out for club work parties.
A very important business event for the club is lease renewal. Our first 3-year lease expires in
September. We have been in contact with the Coussens family to secure the next lease. How
time flies.
Thank you all for your support of the club. At the February meeting Dennis reported a total
club membership (2013 new members and 2012 renewals) of 81. A reminder to 2012 members…renewal is $70 up to the end of March. Past members not renewing by end of March are
treated as new members at $90. I receive many e-mails from prospective new members. I
wouldn’t be surprised if FAW exceeds 130 members by the end of 2013.

Keep your engines running!

Scott E.

New members - $90
Renewing members - $70
Current AMA membership for 2013 is required.
The club membership application form can be found on the club web site at:
www.flyaways.org/documents/Membership Application.pdf
Dues payments accepted at monthly meetings or by payment to:
Fly-A-Ways R/C Club
c/o Dennis Laughlin
14647 SW Pinot Ct.
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Dennis Laughlin
Age: 56
Occupation: Contract Quality Assurance at IBM
Dennis has been in R/C for about 36 years. He has always been fascinated with aviation. Dennis started building stick and tissue rubber
band air planes when he was in grade school, progressed from that
to control line, and onto R/C when he was old enough to afford it.
What Dennis enjoys most about the hobby is flying, hanging out and
chatting with the guys at the field.
He also enjoys building, but doesn't get much opportunity to do that. When asked what is favorite R/C is,
Dennis responds with “Scale. I like models that look like real aircraft.” The photo in the above left confirms
Dennis’ love of scale as he is shown with his Stearman at its maiden flight in 11-03-07.

NW Model Hobby Expo- Monroe, WA
By: Bob Duncan
I drove up to Monroe, WA Friday, Feb 8th to check out the annual Model Hobby Expo. The Expo is held
every February hosted by several of the local Seattle R/C groups. This event is basically a large swap meet
combined with vendors displaying their merchandise. Usually there are numerous
vendors attending these Expos but this year there were only a couple vendor tables
set off in a separate building so the event turned out to be more of a swap meet
than an Expo. The lack of vendors displaying the new whiz kid electronics and
hardware was a disappointment to me. Not sure
why there was such a poor showing of vendors but
it did take away from the overall event.
As in other years, there were tons of R/C airplanes at the swap tables; everything from park flyers to ¼ scale. Most were built airplanes needing some minor TLC to major rebuild jobs that previous modelers are hoping to unload to a
new owner. Many of these “projects” were priced very reasonably and
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afforded an opportunity for one to get into a nice balsa or fomie airplane for
cheap. Everything from nitro to electric to turbine were on display and for sale. There
were also some very nice scale airplanes on display. Tables were piled high with old
kits, new kits, fomies, RTF, BNF;
almost anything you could image in model airplanes. Since the popularity of the brushless, nitro
engines have become another prolific item at the
swap tables. I saw a couple nice radial engines, NIB
for sale. The usual boxes of misc hardware lined
many of the table which offered for some cheap
pickins. Over the last couple years I have seen a
significant increase in the number of kits, both ARF
to stick kits that are being peddled.
These events are always interesting especially visiting with the different modelers
as one always learns a new trick or two. One gentlemen inserted silver reflective
tape in the jet exhaust tube of his jet and lined it with yellow LEDs that are tied to
the transmitter throttle stick. The effect is the yellow glow duplicating the exhaust
of a turbine as he throttles up! The temptation is great to pick up that one R/C that
you have often thought about owning. I was really tempted to procure a nicely built
¼ scale cub but resisted. I did, however, acquire a small, lightweight park flyer that
should be a slow flyer in the gym at our Friday fly-ins at PCC. One should totally
avoid going to these swap meets. It’s just too darn tempting to bring home a new project which usually ends up
sitting over in the corner with the 4-5 other projects waiting to be completed!!
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Meeting Minutes: Tues 02/19/2013
Call to order at 7:00pm.
Welcome new members & visitors: 22 members present. 3 visitors.
Chris Rankin, one of district 11’s Associate Vice President’s was in the area and
stopped by to give us a visit. Hot on the agenda was the current legislative efforts
both on a State and National level to regulate R/C aircraft. Oregon Senate bill 71
being the hot item. We were all encouraged to contact our representitives and
voice our concerns. Emails have been sent out with sample letters and the following web site was mentioned as a good resource:
http://roswellflighttestcrew.typepad.com
Great Flights and Great Crashes: See videos of Frank Burke’s rocket boosted
gliders on YouTube!
Officers Report:
President - Our lease renewal on the field is underway. No negative feed
back from the Coussens. Wilco will probably not be repairing the
gate.
Vice President - Nothing to report.
Treasurer - Currently there are 72 regular and 9 youth members for 2013.
Secretary - Nothing to report.
Safety Officer - Nothing to report.
Announcements:
a) The club now has representation on the internet through our web page,
Facebook and now RCGroups.com!
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

b) Oregon Senate Bill 71/House Bill 2710. Emails have been sent with
sample letters for you to use as guidelines if you wish to voice your
opinions to your elected officials.

Old Business:
a) Wet weather parking plan – After we know the lease cost on the renewal,
we will work on a plan and budget for improvements.
b) FAW Club Day is set for Saturday July 13th. Mark your calendars!
c) Oregon Scale Fly-In & USSMA Challenge September 14th and 15th.
i) Need AMA sanction.
ii) Event planning committee - Bart, Chris, Scott
d) CAP Cadet Day… dates to be determined.
New Business:
a) EDF Jet Event - Some members of the club suggested having a jet
event. Date and details to be determined.
b) Field Development and Maintenance -Its time to start thinking about
what it would take to get the grass runway in shape. Other field im
provement activities will be considered once we know our budget status
after the new lease is agreed upon.
c) Big Brother Big Sister Day—Scott C, to set up something like CAP Day
with some demos and maybe some buddy box time.
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½ Texaco (44"), converted to Brushless, BNF
Rimfire 300 Brushless Outrunner
750 mah 3C lipo
6 channel receiver w/BEC
$130.00
Call Bob: 503-970-3092

Members wishing to sell items can get them posted in the news letter by sending their
information to secretary@flyaways.org
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NOTICE
FLY-A-WAYS RESTRICTED FLYING
HOURS FOR

NO FLYING BEFORE NOON
October, 2012
TO

January 27, 2013
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
———- PLACE YOUR AD HERE ———(REASONABLE RATES)

TAMMIE'S HOBBIES

Hillsboro Hobby Shop

10am to 8pm on Weekdays.
10am to 5pm on Saturday.
12pm to 5pm on Sunday.

345 East Main
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123

View Map
Store Hours:

Our Address is:
Tammie’s Hobbies
12024 SW Canyon Rd
Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Phone # (503)644-4535

Mon - Fri |10am - 6pm
Sat |10am - 5pm
Sun |10am - 3pm

Telephone:
503-648-3788

Also check out our ebay store

Hobby Town USA

www.HillsboroHobbyShop.com

Coyote Hobby

25699 SW Argyle Ave
Wilsonville, Oregon

Coyote Hobby is located at:
1128 Main St.
Oregon City, Oregon.
Please stop by and browse around.

503-685-7333

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Service
Clifford G. Nicholson
Owner Operator
(503) 524-5330

Web Site:

The Right Choice
Since 1977

Our hours are:
Monday- Friday 10:00AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 10:00AM to 5:00 PM
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM
Visit our web site:
www://coyotehobby.com

Regional Events
March 23

Swap & Shop
Josephine County Fairgrounds

April 6

EAA Breakfast
Twin Oaks Airpark, 7am-11am
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