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2010 Dues Challenge

President’s Soapbox
Impatiently
Waiting...
We’re ready, but our
development application is still next in line
after The Purple Cow
Vineyard.

Congratulations to Glen on winning the 2010 Dues Challenge!
Glen takes home the Airtronics
RDS8000 2.4GHz radio. Glenn’s
name was drawn at the November
general club meeting. It is building season and Glenn say’s the radio will be put to good use on a
new project. All Glenn had to do to
enter the contest was to be a Fly-AWays 2010 member. Congratulations on the win!

The mat’s waiting, the
pilot station safety
fences are waiting,
we’re all waiting. All
members will be notified by e-mail or phone
as soon as the permit
is issued.
Keep your
running!

engines

Scott E.

No meeting in December. Next meeting 7:00 PM January 18, 2011
North Plains Fire Station
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Winter Wonderland
On the day before Thanksgiving, Scott E. and Cliff P.
took a drive to check out the conditions at the field.
The field would be flyable if you had big wheels or
skis!
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Heads up!
Humans...

The standing water at the west end of
the runway doesn't appear to be any
problem and will probably not even
reach the geotex when installed.
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Cliff and Scott did a test fit of the
new pilot stations and were met
with great success!
The new stations look great!
Landing!
Right to left!

4

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Scott E.
16 club members were in attendance.
1. Development Application Status - Scott C. reported that we are still second in line. The
county says there are no red flags that would cause them to deny the permit.
2. Officer's Reports
Treasurer - Dennis L. reported that the club funds are as follows: $1117 in the
checking account, $3824 in the field development account. 2 membership renewals this month for a total of 4 renewals so far for 2011.
Secretary -Wil C. reported that the meeting minutes are posted in the news letter.
Motion carried to accept the minutes as published.
Safety -Cliff P. reported that the pilot stations are done and ready to be installed at
the field. Cliff got some suggestions on some safety features for the staple tool to
keep fingers safe.
3. Old business
a) Club tax exempt filing status -the board is continuing to work on the tax status
with the Fed’s.
b) Pin board reconstruction - Scott E. is working on the board and Wil C. is working on the PIN’s.
c) Pilot station safety fences -Cliff P. reported that the fences are complete and
ready to install
d) Meeting room renewal for 2011 - The fire station has confirmed that the meeting room has been renewed for 2011.
e) Review and amend by-laws -Board to work on this in January.
f) Museum of Flight RC Show –Reports indicated that it was a great show.
g) 2011 dues - The club treasurer is now accepting renewals for 2011.
h) Sign for the field –Scott C. and Len Merritt will work together to come up with a
sign for the field.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

4. New business -Scott E. informed the club that Oregon Scale Squadron has lost their
site at Kelly Point.
a) Airtronics 2.4GHz Radio drawing - The drawing was conducted by Scott E and
Scott C. The winner of the Airtronics radio was Glen White.
b) Board nominations and election -Most of the standing members of the board
were re-elected for 2011 with one new member and one open board position:
President - Scott Enochs
Vice President -Scott Carigan
Secretary - Wil Cziep
Treasurer - Dennis Laughlin
Board Member -Cliff Pemberton
Board Member -Jim McCord
Board Member - Open
Not a board position but many thanks to Michael Carty, our club web master.
5. Raffles
a) "Soar with the Eagles", "Lifetime Membership", and Coyote Hobby Gift
Certificate will remain open till the field grand opening.

Don’t forget your 2011
dues!
(Click for application)
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Hugh’s Solar Charging Station

Link to 45 watt solar panel kit

Why not try the solar power? All that is needed is Habor Freight's 45 Watt solar panel kit, a
wire, and a storage battery. I started experimenting with solar power after the 45 Watt kit
showed up for my birthday. The kit sat on the floor of the garage for a month. Then buddy
Stan gave me a good lead acid battery (not included). That was enough to get me started measuring the distance from the panel to my shop. And I decide to read the instructions.

The Dry Run
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First a dry run. The instructions are clear – put the solar panel assembly facing south and out
of the shade. First, assemble the frame support for the solar panels, no screws necessary. Attach the three panels to the frame, still no tools necessary. Each solar panel has a color coded
two conductor cable that connect to the regulator. I made this connection in broad day lite and
didn't die. Still, no tools necessary. Flip the switch on the regulator and the led panel indicates
volts from the panels. WOW. I'm solar. Next connect the cable from the regulator to the lead
acid battery(not included)... and your charging.
I played with the dry run setup for a week. The kit includes some low voltage lamps. Both
lamps were plugged in and work. When the lead acid battery was disconnected the lamps had
a noticeable flicker. It seemed ironic that the lights work during the day. Reconnecting the
battery and the lamps worked fine without flashing all nite long. Now that I know the system
works it must move it to my bench.
The distance from the solar panels to my shop measured 70'(as the crow flies) so I purchase
100' of #16 outside wire at Home Depot. For my shop's needs (in the garage) I dropped the
100' of wire at the bench and pulled an end up to the attic above the garage. Next, on my
hands and knees along the rafters, the wire was snake through some sheet rock and across the
insulation in the attic to the outside wall nearest the panels. There I drilled a 3/4” hole and
stuck the wire out of the attic and down the wall, under some bushes to the solar panel assembly. The wiring is the hard part.

The connections at the back of the Solar panels
Reconnecting the panels was easy. Disconnect the panel wires from the regulator. Connect
the panel wires using a bolt on each conductor of the #16 wire. Move the regulator to the
bench in the shop and connect the wire to the regulator(observe polarity). Move the battery
(not included) to the bench and connect it to the regulator. Everythings working again!
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The regulator's on the right
Since the 45 watt solar kit is working I've charged 50 or 60 lipos, a transmitter or 2, my cell
phone and an mp3 player with no problems. The lead acid battery (not included) never gets
warm. The low voltage lamps are a waste. I'm continuing to experiment. Today the lipo
chargers are connected to the regulator's cigar lighter connection. Originally the chargers were
connected directly to the battery. The battery is now below my bench rather than on top of it. I
still have to do something with the wire. It isn't electrical code to drop conductors through a
hole in the wall to the ground or hang them from a rafter. What's next? I'm asking for a grid
locked voltage regulator for Christmas. Look on Ebay, they are available for $80.
Submitted by FAW club member Hugh Christian. Hugh has served as a past president
(twice) of Fly-A-Ways and is an active member of the club.

Got a current project? Tell us about it! Feel free to submit your current project for the monthly news letter.
Send your details to secretary@flyaways.org.
2011 Dues Amnesty
Are you a 2009 Fly-A-Ways member who chose not to renew in 2010? If so, amnesty for 2011
membership renewal will be given until December 31, 2010. If you renew for 2011 between now
and the end of the year your dues payment will be honored at the normal $70 renewal rate. After
December 31 you will be considered a new member at the $90 new member rate.
All members who renewed or joined in 2010 can renew at any time now through the entirety of
2011 at the $70 renewal rate.
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Field Development Promotions & Raffles
Soar with the Eagles - Field Development Fund Raffle
Go for a ride in this high performance sailplane. Soar over the western Willamette Valley
with the Willamette Valley Soaring Club. The winning ticket in this raffle entitles you to
go for ride in this or a similar high performance glider. Tickets are $5.00 each. The ride
is valued at $120. All proceeds go to the Fly-A-Ways Field Development Fund.
Tickets on sale at club meetings and events or by phone (call Scott E. 503-662-3398).
Drawing to be held at our field dedication ceremony.

Win a lifetime
membership in
Fly-A-Ways
That’s right! A $50.00 contribution towards developing our Dersham Road site
earns one chance at winning a lifetime club
membership. No limit on number of entries per person. This membership raffle is
also open to the public. Information displays have been set up at local hobby
stores. Winning entry will be drawn at the
grand opening ceremonies of our new
field. The entry form can be found on the
club site at www.flyaways.org.

10

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
———- PLACE YOUR AD HERE ———(REASONABLE RATES)

TAMMIE'S HOBBIES

Hillsboro Hobby Shop

10am to 8pm on Weekdays.
10am to 5pm on Saturday.
12pm to 5pm on Sunday.

345 East Main
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123

Our Address is:
Tammie’s Hobbies
12024 SW Canyon Rd
Beaverton, Oregon 97005
Phone # (503)644-4535

Mon - Fri |10am - 6pm
Sat |10am - 5pm
Sun | Closed

Also check out our ebay store

View Map
Store Hours:

Telephone:
503-648-3788

Web Site:
www.HillsboroHobbyShop.com

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning Service
Clifford G. Nicholson
Owner Operator
(503) 524-5330

The Right Choice
Since 1977

Coyote Hobby
Coyote Hobby is located at:
1128 Main St.
Oregon City, Oregon.
Please stop by and browse around.
Our hours are:
Monday- Friday 10:00AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 10:00AM to 5:00 PM
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM
Visit our web site:
www://coyotehobby.com

Hobby Town USA
25699 SW Argyle Ave
Wilsonville, Oregon
503-685-7333
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